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EDUCATION 
 
 Ph.D.  1995  Baylor University 
     Major:  World Religions 

Dissertation:  “The Kabbalistic Thought of 
Éliphas Lévi and Its Influence on Modern 
Occultism in  America” 

 
 M.A.  2008  University of Texas at Arlington 
     Major: Political Science 
 
 M.A.  1976  Baylor University 
     Major:  Church-State Studies 

Thesis:  “The Nation of Islam:  Belief and 
Practice in Light of the American 
Constitutional Principle of Religious Liberty” 

 
 B.A.  1973  Baylor University 
     Major:  Sociology and Religion 
 
 A.A.  1971  McLennan Community College 
 
 
AWARDS  1994-95 Mellon Doctoral Fellowship 
     United Negro College Fund 
 
   1974-75 Scottish Rite Fellowship 
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TEACHING COMPETENCE   
     World Religions 
     Church History 
     Biblical Studies 
     Theological Studies 
     Ethics 
     World History      
     American History and Government 
     Texas History and Government 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
  2013-2017  Adjunct Instructor of Government  
     and History 
     Hill College 
     Burleson, Texas 
 
  2011-Present  Adjunct Instructor of Government 
     Cedar Valley College 
     Lancaster, Texas 
 

2006-Present Adjunct Instructor of Religion and 
Government 

     Navarro College 
     Midlothian, Texas  
 
  2004-2011  Associate Professor of Religion, History, 
     and Government 
     Paul Quinn College 
     Dallas, Texas 
 
  2002-2004  Associate Director of Adult and Continuing  
     Education  
     Paul Quinn College 
     Dallas, Texas   
 
  1999-2000  Adjunct Instructor of Religion and History 
     Tarrant County College 
     Hurst, Texas 
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  1997-2005  Adjunct Instructor of Religion, History, and  
     Government 
     Cedar Valley College 
     Lancaster, Texas 
 
  Summer 1998 Adjunct Instructor of History 
     Temple College 
     Temple, Texas 
   
  May 1997  Adjunct Instructor of Religion 
     Mountain View College 
     Dallas, Texas 
 
  1987-1997  Chair, Department of Religion 
     Paul Quinn College 
     Waco and Dallas, Texas 
 
  1986-1987  Coordinator of Archives and Cultural Center 
     Paul Quinn College 
     Waco, Texas 
 
  1981-86  Social Worker 
     Terrell State Hospital 
     Terrell, Texas 
 
  1974-1981  Social Worker 
     Texas Department of Human Services 
     Teague, Fort Worth, and Dallas, Texas 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

 The Durhams of Fairfield:  An African American Genealogy. 
 Eakin Press, 2015. 

 Éliphas Lévi and the Kabbalah:  The Masonic and French 
 Connection of the American Mystery Tradition.   
 Cornerstone Book Publishers, 2006 

 Prince Hall Freemasonry in the Lone Star State:  From Cuney 
 to Curtis, 1875-2003.  Eakin Press, 2004. 

  Blind Lemon Jefferson:  His Life, His Death, His Legacy. 
  Eakin Press, 2002. 

Articles 

“The Shriners and the Bektashi Order of Dervishes.” 
Lux e Tenebris, 2018, 93-121. 

“Remembering Brother Mark White:  The Last Masonic 
Governor of Texas.”  The Phylaxis, 4th Quarter 2017, 14-18. 

“The World’s Columbian Exposition:  The Cradle of Prince Hall 
Shrinedom.” Lux e Tenebris, 2017, 83-142. 

“Grand Orator W. H. Burnett:  Kaufman County Educator with Ellis 
County Roots.”  The Phylaxis, 4th Quarter 2015, 10. 

“Freemasonry and the Nation of Islam.”  The Phylaxis, 3rd Quarter 2015,  
20-25. 

“Ennis Lodge #11 of the Knights of Pythias.”  The Phylaxis, 2nd Quarter 
2015, 29. 

“How I Wrote The Durhams of Fairfield.”  
http://freemasoninformation.com/2015/04/the-durhams-of-fairfield. 

“Bishop Benjamin W. Arnett:  AME Spokesman at the World Parliament 
of Religions.”  AME Church Review, October-December 2013, 28-33.   
AME Christian Recorder, 3 March 2014, 1-3.   
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 “Freemasonry and the Moorish Science Temple.”  The Phylaxis, 
 3rd Quarter 2013, 27-31; 4th Quarter 2013, 22-28; 3rd Quarter 2014, 
 28-29; and 4th Quarter 2014, 18-21. 
 
 “Senator George McGovern, 33º:  His Life and Legacy.” 
 The Phylaxis, Fourth Quarter 2012, 8-11. 
 
 “Remembering Dr. John N. Jonsson, 32°:  Teacher, Mentor, and  
 Friend,” The Phylaxis, Second Quarter 2012, 18-20. 
 
 “Remembering New Hope No. 133, Whitney’s Other Masonic  
 Lodge.”  The Phylaxis, Second Quarter 2012, 21.   
 
 “December Brings Back Memories of Tom Wooten.”   
 The Texas Prince Hall Freemason, Spring 2012, 68. 
 
 Review of 1st International Masonology Symposium:  Freemasonry  
 and Brotherhood by the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons 
 of Turkey, The Phylaxis, First Quarter 2012. 
 
 “Remembering Marvin Scott:  Friend, Faithful Church Member,  
 and Masonic Brother.”  Phylaxis Notes of the Phylaxis Society,  
 2010, 7-8. 
 
 “Forrest Roberts Honored by Ennis Prince Hall Masons.” 
 Phylaxis Notes of the Phylaxis Society, 2010, 7. 
 
 “Ennis Odd Fellows Initiate First African-American Members.” 
 The Phylaxis, Third Quarter 2010, 24. 
 
 “The Odd Fellows and Their Journey to Inclusiveness.” 
 Transactions of the David A. McWilliams, Sr. Research 
 and Education Lodge, December 2009, 97-102; 
 The Journal of the Masonic Society, Winter 2010, 14-17. 
 
 “Prince Hall Freemasonry Returns to Ennis.”  The Phylaxis, 
 Fourth Quarter 2009, 8. 
 
 Review of What a Mighty Power We Can Be:  African American 
 Fraternal Groups and the Struggle for Racial Equality 
 by Theda Skocpol, Ariane Liazos, and Marshall Ganz, 
 The Phylaxis, Fourth Quarter 2009, 13. 
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 “The Church of Allen Meets in the County of Navarro: 
 The Story of Two Freemasons.”  The Phylaxis, 
 Summer 2008, 6-9. 
 
 “A Memorial Tribute to Past Master Charlie Wren.” 
 The Phylaxis, Spring 2008, 7. 
 
 “A Memorial Tribute to Past Grand High Priest Harry H. Carson.” 
 The Phylaxis, Spring 2008, 19. 
  
 “Bro. Ralph Webster Yarborough, 32°:   The People’s 
 Senator.”  The Philalethes, August 2007, 90-91.  
 
 “How I Wrote Éliphas Lévi and the Kabbalah.”   
 The Phylaxis, Spring 2007, 21-23. 
 
 “Not Your Typical Texas Masons:  The Saga of the Parsons 
 Brothers.”  The Phylaxis, Winter 2006, 6-11. 
 
 “A Fellowcraft Mason Spills a Master Mason’s Blood: 
 Freemasonry and the Fort Graham Affair.” 
 The Philalethes, October 2005, 106-07. 
 
 “Dr. David Richard Wallace:  A Man Ahead of His Time.” 
 The Philalethes, October 2004, 100, 118-19. 
 

“How I Wrote Prince Hall Freemasonry in the Lone Star  
State.”  The Phylaxis, Summer 2004, 19-21. 

  
    “Dr. C. A. Harris:  AME Pastor and Physician of Ennis, Texas.” 
 The AME Church Review, April-June 2004, 40-42. 
 
 “Dr. Homer E. Prince, 32°:  Pioneer of Allergy Research.” 
 The Masonic Globe, Fall/Winter 2003/2004, 6&29. 
  
 “How I Wrote Blind Lemon Jefferson.  The Phylaxis, Spring 2004, 
 14-15. 
  

“Abram Grant:  AME Bishop and Texas Grand Master.” 
 The AME Church Review, Fall/Winter 2003/2004, 6&29.  
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“Brother Asa Philip Randolph:  Labor Leader, Mason, and Elk.” 
 The Masonic Globe, March 2003, 21-28; and June 2003, 4-12. 
 
 “Vice-President Thomas Riley Marshall:  Country Lawyer, 
 Hoosier Statesman, and Freemason.” The Philalethes,  
 April 2003, 28-31. 
 
 “Dr. Karl A. Menninger:  Great American Psychiatrist and 
 Freemason.” The Scottish Rite Journal, March 2003, 47-49. 
 
 “The Divine Feminine and the Demonic Feminine:  A Message  
 for All Good Men and Masons.”  Hautes Grades:  The Transactions 
 of the Scottish Rite Research Institute (Prince Hall Affiliation) 
 III (2003):  5-54. 
  
 “Descendants of the Ancient Egyptian School.” Hautes Grades:  The 
 Transactions of the Scottish Rite Research Institute (Prince Hall Affiliation) 
 III (2003):  55-62. 
  
 “Senator George S. McGovern. 33°:  A Freemason from the Grassroots.” 
 The Scottish Rite Journal, September 2002, 16-19. 

 
"Puddler Jim Davis:  Labor Leader, Mason, and Moose." 

 The Philalethes, June 2001, 63-67. 
  

"Bishop Howard Zebulun Plummer:  Leader of Black 
 Jews and Prince Hall Freemasons."  The Phylaxis, 
 Fourth Quarter 2000, 7-8. 
  
 “Brother Henry Agard Wallace:  Prophet of Agrarianism.”   
 The Scottish Rite Journal, October 2000, 27-31; and 
            The Philalethes, October 1999, 102-05. 
  
 “Freemasonry and the Knights of Labor:  Brothers Uriah S. Stephens  
 and Terence V. Powderly.”  The Scottish Rite Journal, August 1999, 1 
 6-21. 
  

“Joseph Cullen Root:  Giant of American Fraternalism.”   
             The Scottish Rite Journal, September 1998, 17-19. 
  

“George Jacob Mecherle:  State Farm Founder and Masonic Hero.” 
 The Scottish Rite Journal, March 1998, 29-31. 
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 “Abraxas:  From Ancient Gnosis to Contemporary Culture, with  
 Overtones in Freemasonry.”  Lux e Tenebris, 1997, 1-56. 
 
 “The Two Souls of Dr. W. E. B. DuBois.”  The Phylaxis, First Quarter  
 1996, 8-11. 
 
 “Lucian L. Lockhart:  The Postwar Grand Master.”  The Phylaxis,  
 Second Quarter 1995, 5-17,and Third Quarter 1995, 8-17. 
 
 “The Cult of Isis.”  The Phyllis, December 1993, 4-13, and Fall 1994, 6-9. 
 
 “The African Methodist Episcopal Church as an Inclusive Institution,”  
 The AME Church Review, April-June 1991, 41-45. 
  

“Norris Wright Cuney:  Our First Grand Master.”  The Phylaxis,  
 First Quarter 1990, 3-9. 
 
 “Music Rooted in the Texas Soil:  Blind Lemon Jefferson.”  Living Blues,  
 November-December 1988, 22-23. 
  

“Ernesto Cardenal:  Mystical Revolutionary.”  Shaw Divinity School  
 Journal, Pentecost 1987, 39-47. 
  

“The Symbolism of the Cross.”  Lux e Tenebris, March 1986, 80-92. 
 
 “The Great Litigation Revisited.”  The Phylaxis, First Quarter 1986, 8-15. 
 
 “AMEs at the Fair:  African Methodism and the World’s Columbian  
 Exposition of 1893.” The AME Church Review, July-September 1985, 8-16. 
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 10th Episcopal District, African Methodist Episcopal Church 
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 Dallas, Texas 75232 
 214/333-2632 
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 Dr. James Leo Garrett, Jr. 
 Distinguished Professor of Theology, Emeritus 
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 Dr. James Kennedy 
 Professor of Religion 
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 Professor of Political Science, Emeritus 
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mailto:jlmagarrett@gmail.com
mailto:clarence@usawide.net


10 

 

Hon. Chet Edwards 
W. R. Poage Distinguished Chair of Public Service  
Baylor University 
One Bear Place #97153 
Waco, TX 76798-7153 
254-710-3540 
cedwardstx@verizon.net 

 
 Dr. Kenneth Martin 
 President, Ellis County Campuses 
 Navarro College 
 1900 John Arden Drive 
 Waxahachie, Texas   75165 
 972/937-7612 
 kenneth.martin@navarrocollege.edu 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




